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+ His was one of the signatures under which the

John Edwards, treasurer.
the day, was issued.®

paper money, legal tender of
In 1768 John Edwards and his next door neighbor and fellow church-

man, Josiah Smith, Jr., had been appointed Commissioners of Fortifica-
_ tions.® The following year, when the colonies were trying peacefully to al-
" ter the oppressive taxes of Qreat Britain, and South Carolina along with the
~ others formed a Non-Importation Association, John Edwards was a memn-
" ber of the committee appointed to enforce the ban on imports. This measure
hampered planter and merchant alike. Mis. Ann Mathews protested in
court that her condemned cargo had arrived only shortly after two con-
signments to J ohn Edwards, who, being a member of the committee, had
been allowed to retain his. Mrs. Mathews went on to cite Mr. Rutledge as
having received two imported horses at an even later date. But although the
lady protested, public opinion was 80 strong that her son retracted her

statements.”

John Edwards served in the Commons House of Assembly in October and
December 1772. He was a member of both the first and second Provincial
Congresses in 1775.8 When the General Assembly decided to authorize &
separate board to handle naval affairs of the Province, John Edwards,
Roger Smith, Thomas Corbett, John Neufville and J oshua Ward, were
asked on September 21, 1776, to prepare such a bill. Six days later Edwards
presented the bill. On August 28, 1777, Edwards was appointed one of the
Naval Commissioners, and he seems to have been a regular attendant ab
meetings thereafter.’ The Commission ab this time became very busy for-
warding to Commodore Gillon in Furope the produce of the country, to
enable him to buy military supplies for the state. Mr. Edwards probably
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